Neighborhood disadvantage and refusal of formal services among cases reported to adult protection services.
Research suggests that certain factors influence the way caregivers of older adults experience the role of caretaker. Aspects of the caregiving experience that have been considered include factors influencing decisions to seek services, causes of caregiver burden, and the relationship between caregiver burden and maltreatment. Most of this research has focused on characteristics of caregivers and how these individual characteristics influence the caregiving experience and subsequent maltreatment. Very little research, however, has examined the influence of contextual factors on the caregiving experience. This study considers how neighborhood context influences decisions to reject formal services among cases reported to Adult Protective Services. A specific focus is given to caregivers of persons with Alzheimer's and related diseases.